
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 20, 2003
COMMISSIONER NEELEY
PERRYMAN AND S
NEWS RELEASE
 NAMES T
HACKELFO
CONTACT: MILISSA REIERSON
(615) 741-2257 (OFFICE)
(615) 308-3705 (CELL)
WO NEW ADMINISTRATORS
RD PROMOTED
Tennessee Department of Labor & Workforce Development Commissioner James G.
Neeley today named Knoxville attorney and former Knoxville Mayor Randy Tyree as
special assistant to the commissioner to head the department’s Workforce Development
Employer Outreach Committee program for east Tennessee.

Tyree, who was Mayor of Knoxville from 1976 to 1983, has been in private practice with
Morrison Tyree & Dunn in Knoxville and has 10 years experience with law enforcement
on the federal, state, and local levels, with an extensive knowledge in east Tennessee
counties.

“Randy will be a strong leader for the Employer Outreach Committee program, which
will be aimed at assisting existing industry with economic development,” said Neeley.
“Once established, the county committees will be valuable mechanisms for networking
with employers about issues affecting existing industry and for giving our department a
leg up if problems surface in a particular county.  We’re pleased to have someone with
Randy’s know-how head up the program in east Tennessee.”

Tyree has sat on the boards of several community organizations and is involved with
numerous civic groups, including the Knoxville Rotary Club and the American Legion
Post 278.  He is a past recipient of the National Pro Bono Award from the March of
Dimes and past state president of that organization.  He currently serves on the Home
Health/Certificate of Need Committee for the Senior Citizen Home Assistance Service
and is active in Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church.

 “I appreciate the opportunity to serve in this important and challenging position,” said
Tyree.  “The department’s strong commitment to Tennesseans under the leadership of
Commissioner Neeley to enhance economic success for businesses and workers – by
bringing together those who offer jobs and those who need jobs – is critical to
Tennessee’s future and the quality of life for all Tennesseans.”

NASHVILLE-Tennessee Department of Labor & Workforce Development Commissioner James
G. Neeley recently announced two appointments: Elaine S. Perryman, administrator for
Employment and Workforce Development, and Harold Shackelford, administrator for
Administration.

Perryman will be responsible for managing Employment and Training personnel who serve as
staff to Tennessee’s Workforce Investment Board.  She will also direct and establish policy for
the state’s 13 Local Workforce Investment Boards.

“Elaine brings strong experience to this position on our team,” said Neeley.  “She has built
important business and community partnerships and exhibited sound leadership in services and
projects that are critical to the intent of the Workforce Investment Act.”

Among Perryman’s accomplishments is her work with the State Workforce Investment Board and
Local Workforce Investment Areas to develop a model to address the critical need in the
healthcare areas for connecting jobs with qualified, skilled workers.  Those efforts resulted in
funding of more than $7 million during the past two years and more than 3,000 adults and
dislocated workers enrolled in programs leading to certificates and degrees in healthcare.

Perryman earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Middle Tennessee State University and
did additional graduate study there. She is a native of Shelbyville and currently lives in Franklin.

Shackelford will manage the departmental operating budget of $204 million as well as oversee
all telecommunications and facilities operations.

“Harold was a key player in developing strategies enabling the department to weather the recent
state budget crisis,” said Neeley.  “He continues to apply valuable know-how that supports our
department’s operating within our means.”

Shackelford joined the department in 1996 as director of Fiscal Services.  A resident of
Murfreesboro, he holds a bachelor’s degree from Middle Tennessee State University and an
associate of arts degree from Martin Methodist College in Pulaski.  
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